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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

after securing funding and will be made available to our
members and the public later in 2026. 

We have also completed a 125th Anniversary Member Catalog
which will be made available to select arts venues in print. This
is in the interest of spreading awareness about our members’
practices to curators and collectors who may bring sales and
future exhibitions to our artists. 

Starting in January of 2026, WVA released a schedule of
quarterly artist talks and professional practices workshops to
ignite statewide programming. In February of 2026, the
Wisconsin Artists Biennial opened at the Museum of Wisconsin
Art. I am grateful for the support of the MOWA team, including
Curator Graeme Reid, and our guest jurors Nicole Jacquard,
Taylor Jasper, and Melissa Oresky. Fifty artists were accepted
into the Biennial and half of those artists were WVA members. 

It has been a wonderful year and none of it could be possible
without the ongoing efforts from our volunteer State and
Chapter Board Members/Chairs. When you see them next,
please give them a heartfelt thank you for their dedication to
this organization. To our members, thank you so much for
engaging with our organization and helping to make the arts
vibrant and connected across the state of Wisconsin. 

Shannon Kupfer
Executive Director, WVA

Looking back at the last year, my first
year with WVA, I am so pleased with the
progress we have made together. In
2025 we marked our 125th year, which
was an incredible milestone for this
organization to reach. In honor of this,
we held a 125th Anniversary Party and
initiated a written history project,
courtesy of writer Annemarie Sawkins.
This project has entered its final stages.



Adriana Barrios
Jennifer Bastian
Kayla Bauer
Julie Baugnet
Willow Bayer
John Beaver
Jacklyn Berta
Susan Boehm
Aaron Boyd
Lewis Cadkin
Craig Clifford
Kathryn Dreifuerst
Charlotte Easterling
Scott Espeseth
Fatemeh Fani
Swan Ferraro
Clarissa Friday

PARTICIPATING ARTISTS
Amanda Langer
Karla Lauden
Robin Lauersdorf
Aaron Laux
Andrew Linskens
Tanner MacArthur
Ellen Mahaffy
Taj Matumbi
Marie May
Tina Meister
Mariah Moneda
Christopher Murphy
Angela Piehl

Josef-Peter Römer
Ciel Skål
Donald Taylor
Marta Tereziya
Kristin Thielking
Marcia G. Thompson
Sarah Vandersee
Voytek 

Frankie Suzanne Garr
Nina Ghanbarzadeh
Cynthia Hayes
Kristine Hinrichs
John Hitchcock
Douglas Hyslop
Jayne Reid Jackson
Kevin Johnson
Samuel Karow
Andrea Kidd
Michael Knapstein
Daniela Kouzov

2026 WISCONSIN ARTISTS BIENNIAL
FEB 7-APRIL 19, 2026 | MUSEUM OF WISCONSIN ART



1  PLACE AWARDST

    NINA GHANBARZADEH
     THE LOVE THAT WE NEED

2  PLACE AWARDND

    SAMUEL KAROW
     THE DREAM PORTAL

3  PLACE AWARDRD

    TAJ MATUMBI
     HUSTLE

4  PLACE AWARDTH

    JACKLYN BERTA
     HALLWAY

LEE WEISS AWARD
     FANI FATEMEH
     ENDLESS MOURNING

MERIT AWARD
   SWAN FERRARO
    PRETTY BOY

2026 WISCONSIN ARTISTS BIENNIAL
FEB 7-APRIL 19, 2026 | MUSEUM OF WISCONSIN ART



GRAEME REID
CURATOR

MUSEUM OF WISCONSIN ART

NICOLE JACQUARD
JUROR

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

TAYLOR JASPER
JUROR

WALKER ART CENTER

MELISSA ORESKY
JUROR

ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY
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WVAAA
MAY 31, 2026 | MUSEUM OF WISCONSIN ART

The Wisconsin Visual Arts Achievement Awards (WVAAA) are
presented by The Wisconsin Visual Artists, Museum of Wisconsin Art,

and The Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts, and Letters to
individuals and organizations for their exceptional work in the arts. 

Legacy Awards

Bruce Crownover

Betsy Ritz Friebert

Educator Awards (K–12)

Kelly Frederick Mizer, Wauwatosa East High
Schools

Erin La Bonte, Kewaunee Middle and High
Schools

Educator Award
(College/University)

Leslie Fedorchuk, Milwaukee Institute of Art
& Design



Exhibition Awards

Trout Museum of Art for A Creative Place:
Art from Northeastern Wisconsin 1940 to
the Present (2025), Christina Turner,
Executive Director and Annemarie Sawkins,
Guest Curator

Walker’s Point Center for the Arts for Word
Wall / Pared Palabras (2025), Marcela “Xela"
Garcia, Executive Director and Associate
Creative Director and Ck Ledesma Borrero,
Creative Director and Lead Curator

Community Arts Advocate Award

Brandon Minga, House of RAD

Emerging Artist Award

Chad Matha

Arts Writing Award

Rachel Hausmann Schall, Leigh Yawkey
Woodson Art Museum, Artdose

WVAAA
MAY 31, 2026 | MUSEUM OF WISCONSIN ART



FINANCIALS

JUN 25-APR 26 REVENUE

JUN 25-APR 26 EXPENSES

ENDOWMENT
EARNINGS
$39,621.60

BIENNIAL
$15,742.53

ENDOWMENT
DISTRIBUTION

$9,874.00

STATE INCOME
$7,248.58

SE CHAPTER
$3,333.18

N CHAPTER
$2,955.80

SC CHAPTER
$2,315.67

ADMIN
$16,100.50

BIENNIAL
$7,204.18

CHAPTER
EXPENSES
$4,821.26

SOFTWARE
$4,570.07

STATE EXPENSES
$1,166.20

INSURANCE
$249.00

ENDOWMENT 
AS OF APR 26

$346,325.23



MEMBERSHIP

Thank you so much to WVA members for their ongoing support.
Membership is central to our nonprofit organization, and continued
growth is integral as we plan to bring more opportunities to our artists. 
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WVA has shown an increase in membership by 50% in the past five
fiscal years. Trends in membership renewals and expirations most often
correlate to calls for art for the Biennial and the Perspectives exhibitions.

The current membership count is 458 members. Recent trends show a
10% drop in membership between December 2025 and February 2026
and holding at that level for the first quarter of the calendar year. WVA
State Board members are monitoring these levels closely, looking for
new or repeating patterns as the year continues.

Our State and Chapter volunteers work hard to encourage renewals
and continued engagement with WVA activities. WVA looks forward to
future trends upward as we grow as an organization and expand our
reach.



Sandra Achterberg, N
Mary Ackerman, SE
Tamlyn Akins, SC
Gayle Alexander, SC
Jennifer Alexander, SC
Jonathon Alexander, SC
Christine Alfery, N
Nadia Alkhun, SE
William Andersen, SE
Ellen Anderson, SE
Courtney Andrews, SE
Jennifer Angelo, SC
Jill Armstrong, SE
Sarah Aslakson, SC
Ann Fischer Athas, SC
Steve Ballard, N
Barbara J. Banerian, SE
Barbara Barnard, SC
Jane Barnard, SC
Todd Barnett, SC
Stephanie Bartz, SE
Steven Bauer, SE
Julie Baugnet, N
Willow Bayer, N
Terri Beck-Engel, SC
Byron Becker, SE
Patricia Belbin, SE
Jerrold Belland, SE
Sarah Bergstrom, SC
Sally M Berner, N
Pat Bishop, N
Varla Bishop, SC
Rebecca Bissi, SE
Ella Blame, SC
Maureen Blaney Flietner, N
Karin Bloom Welstead, SE
Alice Blue, SC
Susan Boehm, SE
Bernadette Borcher, SE
Brit Borcher, SE
Beki Borman, SE
Kate Bradley, N
Kay Brathol-Hostvet, SC
Matthew Braunginn, SC
Jeanne Bril, SE

WVA MEMBERS

Jane Brite, SE
Karie Brittain, SE
Bonita Bruch, SE
Jodi Brzezinski , SE
Danny Buchholz, SE
Holly Buchholz, SE
Barbara Budish, SE
Victor Buell III, SE
David Bueschel, SE
Lois Buley-Wirth, SE
Cherie Burbach, SE
Debra Bushy, SC
Diane Bywaters, N
Lewis Cadkin, SE
Debbie Callahan, SE
Ginnie Cappaert, N
Sandra Cashman, N
Dara Chappie, SE
Stacey Chatham-Carlson, SE
Mauree Childress, SE
Mari Anna Chism, N
Valerie Christell, SE
Hilary Christensen, SC
CathyJean Clark, N
Jeanette Clawson. SC
Martha Coaty, SE
Megan Colby, SE
Brianna Cole, SC
Robert Colla, SE
Roberta Condon, SC
Stephanie Copoulos-Selle, SE
Christine Courchaine, N
Wendy Crone, SC
Amy A Cropper, SE
Daniel Cross, N
Elaine Daily-Birnbaum, SC
Michael Darby, SE
Kelly Darrah, SE
Debra Davis-Crabbe, N
Tim Day, SE
Sam De Roche, N
Eileen Deaño, SE
Laura Debbink, SE
Penny DeCamara, SE
Peggy Deheck, SE

Phyllis Deicher-Ladwig, N
Kathy DeVries, SE
Andy DeWeerdt, SE
Bruce Dorow, SE
Patrick Doughman, SE
Paul Douglas, SC
Kathryn Dreifuerst, N
Virgilyn M Driscoll, SE
Grace Dugan, SE
Lisa Dukowitz, SE
Audrey Dulmes, SE
Michelle Dunn, SC
Carmen Duran, N
Trisha Duren, SC
Rachel Durfee, SC
Charlotte Easterling, SC
Helena Ehlke, SE
Sue Ellibee, N
Donna Elliott, SE
Katherine Engen, SC
Lisa Englander, SE
Abigail Engstrand, SE
Kerry Ervin, SC
Karen Faller, SC
Susan Farmer-Tiefenthaler, SE
Jan Feyzi, SC
Amy Fichter, SC
Iris Fieber, SE
Susan Fiebig, SE
Patricia L Filzen, N
Terry A. Fischer, SE
Tom Friese, N
Adam Fulwiler, N
Christine Buth Furness, SE
Danna Gabriel, N
Frankie Garr, SE
Samira Gdisis, SE
Michael Gehrke, SE
Thomas Geis, SC
Donna Genzmer, SE
Gigi Goodies (GG), SC
Nina Ghanbarzadeh, SE
Fred Gifford, SE
Lynn Gilchrist, N
Colette Girard, SC

Lifetime  Members                                       Professional Members



WVA MEMBERS

Kristin Gjerdset, SE
Carol Glaser, SE
Linda Glass, N
Carole Glass, SE
Karen Goetzinger, SE
Judith Golombowski, SE
David Graham, N
Jen Graham, SC
Patty Granlund, SE
Lee Grantham, SE
Gwen Granzow, SE
Marlys Greenhalgh, SC
Gary John Gresl, SE
Colleen Gunderson, N
Marta Gwizdala, SE
Ann Haberl, SC
Susan Hale, SE
John Hallett, SC
Heidi C. Hallett, SE
Linda Hancock, SC
Lilly Handley, SC
Cindy Hansen, SE
Denise Hansen, SE
Vicky Hanson, SC
Mary Hanusa-Schuff, SC
Paula Hare, SE
Lauren Harlowe, SC
Michael Harper, SE
Terri Hart-Ellis, SE
Sandra Haspl, SC
Rachel Hausmann Schall, N
Cynthia Hayes, SE
Doug E. L. Haynes, SC
Debra Lee Hellwig, N
Patrice Herbst, SE
Marcia Hero, SE
Doreen Hewett, SE
Kristine Hinrichs, SE
John Hitchcock, SC
Marcia L. Hochstetter, SE
Susan Hoffman, SC
Katie Hogan, SC
Courtney Holoubek, SE
Cynthia Holzum, SC
Marilyn Horst, SE

Jane Hostetler, N
Fungwai Hui, SC
Cary Hunkel, SC
Deb Hutchison, N
Ted Injasulian, SE
Jayne Reid Jackson, SC
Holli Jacobson, SC
Mike Jagielo, SC
Kathleen Jahn, SC
Jan Jahnke, SE
Steve James, SE
Virginia Janssen, N
Kimberly Jochman, N
Sue Joesten-Merritt, SC
Angela Johnson, SC
Jane Johnson, SE
Linda Johnson-Dynek, SE
JJ Joyce, SE
Jean Judd, N
Amy Kafka, SE
Maureen M. Kane, SE
Samuel Karow, N
Elizabeth Kazda, N
Lisa KC, SE
Linda Keegan, SC
Martin Keey, SE
Patricia Keller, SC
Joan Kennedy, SE
Kathaleen Kerner, SE
Justin Key, N
Marjorie King, SC
Helen Klebesadel, SC
Jason Kleist, SE
Dale Knaak, N
Annette Knapstein, SC
Michael Knapstein, SC
Carolyn Knorr, SC
Margie Koehler-Sacharok, SE
Linda Koenig, SC
Mark Kolinski, N
Jeanne Kollmeyer , SE
Cynthia Koshalek, SC
Karen Kraco, SE
Daniel Kramer, N
Michael Kratochwill, SC

Stephanie Krellwitz, SE
Sarah Kreuter, N
Molly Krolczyk, SC
Pat Kroth, SC
Oksana Kryzhanivska, SE
Val Kupczak, SE
Giles La Rock, N
Erica Lambrecht, SE
Nancy Lamers, SE
Amanda Langer, SC
Dara Larson, SE
Collette LaRue, N
Patricia Laughlin, SE
Aaron Laux, SC
Guntis Lauzums, SE
Kathryn Lederhause, SC
Ellen Levenhagen, N
Diane Levesque, SE
Denise LHommedieu, N
Karen Lindholm-Rynkiewicz, SE
Sherri Lisota, SC
Vicki Liu, SC
Rebecca Lloyd, SE
Daniel Lockwood, SC
Jeff Logic, SE
Jack Long, SE
Michelle Louis, SC
Berel Lutsky, SE
Elizabeth Lynch, SE
Deb Maccagnano, N
Valerie Mangion, SC
Linda Markwardt, SC
Mary Jeanne Martin, SC
Beth Mastin, SC
Anita Matcha, SC
Roann Mathias, SC
Kathy Maurer, N
Marie May, SC
Roxane Mayeur, SE
Holly McArthur, SC
Linda McGovern, SE
Megan McGuire, SC
Karen Nell McKean, SC
James McKiernan, N
Tamara McLean, N

Lifetime  Members                                       Professional Members



WVA MEMBERS

S.V. Medaris, SC
Caroline Meehean, N
Gene Meier, SE
Marie Mellott, SE
Maureen Mercier, N
Sara Meredith, SC
Melissa Metzler, N
Christine Migala, SE
Kate Mikkelsen, SE
John S. Miller, SC
William Millonig, SE
Cathy Rose Monaghan, SC
Katherine Moore, SC
Bethann Moran-Handzlik, SC
Rachel Mosher, SC
Lee Mothes, N
Debra Munson, SC
Chris Murphy, SC
Katie Nack, N
Dan Nauman, SE
Dennis Nelson, N
Tania Nelson, N
Janet Nelson, SC
Mark Nelson, SC
Svetlana Neshlyaeva, SC
William Nettelhorst, N
Gary Niebuhr, SE
Dennis Ninmer, N
Maxine Nobbe, N
Leah Norem, N
Jan Norsetter, SC
Joan North, N
Ahmed Obeidat, SE
Kelly Jean Ohl, SC
Irene Olson, SC
MC Olson, SC
Peg Orcutt, SC
Kaaren Oreck, SC
Ann Orlowski, SC
Kanella (Kandy) Otto, N
George Ouimette, N
Mark Overs, SE
Jack Pachuta, SE
Jeanne Cole Panka, SE
Judith Parins, N

Gregory Parker, SC
Heidi Parkes, SE
Justine Pawelski, N
Merikay Payne, SC
David Peacock, N
Caroll A. Pearson, SE
Hollyn Peterson, SE
Suzy Pfeifer, N
Coleen Phelan, N
Lizette Phillips, SE
Angela Piehl, SE
Mary Alice Pipkorn, SE
Cibele Plouff, N
Georgene Pomplun, SC
Erin Porrey, N
Robert Powell, Se
Erin Prais-Hintz, N
Marilyn Prescott, N
Denise Presnell, N
Tom Pscheid, SE
Kathleen Pulz, SE
Robert Ragir, SE
Hua Ramer, SC
Hal Rammel, SE
Diana Randolph, N
Anne Raskopf, SE
Cyndie Rauls, SC
Corlayn Ray, SE
Vicky Redlin, N
Lynette Redner, SC
Jewell Riano-Bradley, SE
Lori Jae Ricci, N
Michelle Richeson, N
James Richter, SC
Janet Roberts, SE
Leah Robertson, SE
Josef-Peter Roemer, SC
Karen Rose, SE
Carolyn A Rosenberger, N
Shelly Rosenquist, SE
Ellen Rosewall, N
Katherine Steichen Rosing, SC
Rick Ross, SC
Laurie Runnoe, SE
Darlene Wesenberg
Rzezotarski, SE

Joseph Saladino, SC
Kate Salas, N
Julie San Felipe, SE
Timothy Santoirre, SC
Michelle Savas Thompson, SE
Shea Schachameyer, N
Barbara Schaefer, SE
Roberta Scherrer, N
Theresa Schiffer, SE
Susan Schramm, SE
Nick Schroeder, SE
David A Sear, SE
Judy Sebranek, SE
Gena Selby, N
Susan Sewell, SC
Kristin Silva, SC
Mary Ann Simon, SC
Mary Ellen Sisulak, N
Andrea Skyberg, SE
Jan Smith, N
Colette Odya Smith, SE
Maggie Smith, SE
Tom Smith, SE
April Smithback, SC
Seonjoo So, SE
Jean D. Sobon, SE
Sally Sorenson, N
Aster Splendor, SE
Marilyn Stasiak, N
Christine Steinmiller, SC
Jason Stephens, SC
Jeffry Stern, SC
Nathaniel Stern, SE
Jill Stevens, SC
Karen Stewart, N
Rich Stewart, SE
Caitilin Stolle, SC
Ann Stretton, SC
Kimberly Strittmater, SC
Meg Strobel , SE
Jerry Styberg, SE
Christine Style, N
Miriam Sushman, SE
Julie Sutter-Blair , SC
Hideki Suzuki, SC

Lifetime  Members                                       Professional Members



WVA MEMBERS

Laurie Talbot Hall, SC
Victoria Tasch, SE
Richard Taterczynski, SE
Christina Thomas-Virnig, SC
Marcia Thompson, SC
Peggy Thurston Farrell, SE
Susanna Tillander, SE
Mary Tilton, SC
Aaron Toman, SE
Marsha Tuchscherer, N
Sandra Uecker, N
Karen Utech, SE
Donna Van Bogaert, SC
Dale Van Minsel, N
Barbara Vater, SC
Ian Vierck, SC
Marian JA Vieux, SE
Irina Visnevscaia, N
Ken Vonderberg, SE
Ruth Vonderberg, SE
Deborah Wage, N
Maria Victoria Walker, N
Bilhenry Walker, SE
Kaitlin Walsh, SC
Kathleen Walter, SC
Terri Warpinski, N
Allen Washatko, SE
Karen Watson-Newlin, SC
Kathryn Wedge, N
Mary Wehner, N
Carol Weiss, SE
Mark Weller, SE
Joan White, N
John Whitney, N
Charles Wickler, SE
Sara Willadsen, N
Gail Willert, SE
David Williams, SC
Marjorie Windrem, SE
Sheree Wood, SE
John Woods, SC
Mary Wright, N
Dean Wydeven, N
Shar Wydeven-Pose, N
Sandi Wysock, SC

Stephen Wysocki, N
Vina Yang, SC
Rita Yanny, SC
Peggy Flora Zalucha, SC
Leslie Zantow, SC
Diane Zeni, SE
Sandra Zibro Rowlandson, SE
Barbara Zipperer, N
Ray Zovar, SC
Leslie Zuehlke, N

Lifetime  Members                                       Professional Members



WWW.WISCONSINVISUALARTISTS.ORG

@WISCONSINVISUALARTISTS
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